


4 Place this strip of soil in the clean pail and move 
on to the next sample location. For gardens less 

than 500 square feet, take at least three subsamples to 
give an adequate representation of the soil. For gardens 
and lawns 500 to 10,000 square feet, take at least five 
subsamples. Each subsample from an area should be 
added to the pail. Do not mix subsamples from different 
areas. For example, the subsamples from the lawn will be 
mixed in the same bucket, but will be kept separate from 
the subsamples from the garden.

5 Once all subsamples for an area are placed in the  
bucket, break up soil clumps and thoroughly mix all 

of the soil together. Once it is mixed, pour about a pint of 
soil into a clearly labeled plastic sample bag and discard 
the rest of the soil in the pail. Clean out the bucket and 
utensils if another area will be sampled.

6 Repeat steps 1 to 5 for each area to be sampled,  
making sure to clean the utensils and bucket before 

sampling the next area.

Processing the samples
It is preferable to dry the soil samples before sending 
them to the lab. The samples should be air-dried within 
24 hours, without raising the temperature above 120°F. 

Soil won’t dry in closed plastic bags, so lay out the 
samples where they can dry rapidly. Dried samples can 
be sent to the lab in plastic bags (clearly labeled).

Although it is not preferred, samples can be sent to the 
lab without drying them; however, some labs may assess 
an additional fee for drying them. Moist soil samples 
must be sent to the lab in plastic bags. Resealable freezer 
bags work well because they are made stronger than 
sandwich bags, and tend to have a good labeling area on 
them.

Fill out the Soil Sample Information Sheet and the labo-
ratory’s test request forms and send the soil to the lab of 
your choice (see Extension publication FGV-00045, Fac-
tors to Consider in Selecting a Soil Testing Laboratory).

When (and how often) do I sample?
Collecting soil samples in the fall allows the entire win-
ter for time to receive the test results and recommenda-
tions and to find the best prices for the fertilizer materi-
als. The soil can also be sampled in the spring; however, 
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