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Table 4. Salt-sensitivity of vegetable crops

Vegetable Salt-Sensitivity

Beets highly tolerant
Broccoli moderately tolerant
Cabbage moderately tolerant
Carrots moderately tolerant

Cauliflower moderately tolerant
Celery sensitive

Cucumbers moderately tolerant
Lettuce moderately tolerant

Peas moderately tolerant
Radishes sensitive
Squash moderately tolerant

Source: Diagnosis and Improvement of Saline and Alkali Soils. 1954. USDA Agriculture Handbook Number 60.

Tissue Analysis
Problems suspected to be caused by lack of nutrients 
o�en can be con�rmed by plant tissue analysis. Plants 
of various ages di�er in nutrient content; di�erent plant 
parts also contain varying levels of plant nutrients. 
�erefore, it is critical that the plant structure collected 
is one for which standard values are known. In small 
plants, the whole above-ground portion of the plant 
is usually sampled. In older plants, the most common 
method of sampling is to collect the youngest fully 
mature (grown to its full size) leaf or to take the petioles 
(leaf stems) associated with those leaves. For those plants 
requiring leaf sampling, the petiole is usually not includ-
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Table 5. Recommended potassium application rates for vegetables
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Table 9. Nutrient sufficiency ranges for selected vegetables1

Nutrient Beets Broccoli Brussels sprouts Cabbage  
2-6 wks

Cabbage 
2-3 months

%
Nitrogen 4.00 – 5.50 3.20 – 5.50 2.20 – 5.50 3.00 – 5.00 3.00 – 5.00
Phosphorus 0.25 – 0.50 0.30 – 0.75 0.26 – 0.75 0.35 – 0.75 0.30 – 0.75
Potassium 2.00 – 4.50 2.00 – 4.00 2.00 – 4.00 3.50 – 6.00 3.00 – 5.00
Calcium 2.50 – 3.50 1.00 – 2.50 0.30 – 2.50 3.00 – 4.50 1.10 – 3.50
Magnesium 0.30 – 1.00 0.23 – 0.75 0.23 – 0.75 0.50 – 2.00 0.24 – 0.75
Sulfur —— 0.30 – 0.75 0.30 – 0.75 —— 0.30 – 0.75

ppm
Boron 30 – 85 30 – 100 30 – 100 25- – 25 – 75
Copper 5 – 15 5 – 15 5 – 15 5 – 15 5 – 15
Iron 50 – 200 70 – 300 60 – 300 30 – 200 30 – 200
Manganese 50 – 250 25 – 200 25 – 200 50 – 200 25 – 200
Molybdenum —— —— 0.25 – 1.00 —— 0.40 – 0.70
Zinc 15 – 200 35 – 200 25- – .00 25 – 200 20 – 200

Nutrient Carrots mid-season Carrots mature Cauliflower Celery Chinese Cabbage
%

Nitrogen 1.80 – 3.50 3.00 – 3.50 3.00 – 4.50 2.50 – 3.50 4.50 – 5.50
Phosphorus 0.20 – 0.50 0.20 – 0.40 0.33 – 0.80 0.30 – 0.50 0.50 – 0.60
Potassium 2.00 – 4.30 2.90 – 3.50 2.60 – 4.20 4.00 – 7.00 7.50 – 9.00
Calcium 1.40 – 3.00 1.00 – 2.00 0.70 – 3.50 0.60 – 3.00 3.00 – 5.50
Magnesium 0.30 – 0.53 0.25 – 0.60 0.24 – 0.50 0.20 – 0.50 0.35 – 0.50

ppm
Boron 29 – 100 30 – 75 30 – 100 30 – 50 23 – 75
Copper 4.5 – 15 5 – 15 4 – 15 5 – 8 5 – 25
Iron 50 – 300 50 – 300 30 – 200 20 – 40 31 – 200
Manganese 60 – 200 60 – 200 25 – 250 200 – 300 25 – 200
Molybdenum 0.5 – 1.5 0.5 – 1.4 0.5 – 0.8 —— ——
Zinc 20 – 250 20 – 250 20 – 250 20 – 50 30 – 200

Nutrient Romaine Lettuce Head Lettuce Turnip
%

Nitrogen 3.50 – 4.50 3.50 – 5.00 3.50 – 5.00
Phosphorus 0.45 – 0.80 0.40 – 0.60 0.33 – 0.60
Potassium 5.50 – 6.20 6.00 – 9.60 3.50 – 5.00
Calcium 2.00 – 2.80 1.40 – 2.25 1.50 – 4.00
Magnesium 0.60 – 0.80 0.36 – 0.70 0.30 – 1.00

ppm
Boron 25 – 60 23 – 50 30 – 100
Copper 5 – 25 7 – 25 6 – 25
Iron 40 – 100 50 – 175 40 – 300
Manganese 11 – 250 20 – 250 40 – 250
Zinc 20 – 250 25 – 250 20 – 250
1	 Standard	nutrient	levels	are	for	plant	parts	and	growth	stages	specified	in	Table	8.






