
 

 

Oral history tradition speaks to the considerable cultural significance the present-day site of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks has for the Tanana Athabascan Indians. Called Troth Yeddha' (wild potato), it is said that 
Athabascan Indians would pick Troth at this location, as well as meet to talk about important issues. The 
ancient ridge where UAF now sits also served as an ideal vantage point for spotting migrating herds of caribou. 
From earliest times as an Athabascan gathering place to today's modern university, the site has been a focal 
point for the cultures surroundin2(l)htt.  
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