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Environmental Law 
NRM 407, 3 Credits 
UAF Spring Semester 2020 

Tuesday and Thursday 5:30pm-7:00pm 
Arctic Health & Research Building Room 183 

 
Instructor:  Brittany Templeton 
Email:   bktempleton@alaska.edu 
Office Hours:  By appointment 
Prerequisites:  Junior or senior class standing 
 
Course Description 
This is a survey class that aims to cover the role of common law theory in regulatory, statutory, 
and constitutional interpretation in the field of environmental protection, including air and water 
pollution, toxic/hazardous substances, and land-use regulation. 
 
Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 

§ Have a basic understanding of the major federal environmental laws in place in the United 
States;  

§ Interpret case law and how it applies to the environmental legal framework; 
§ Have an understanding of the foundations of environmental law; and, 
§ Demonstrate how environmental laws effects land management. 

 
Textbook 





Page 3 of 7 
 

author’s words or arguments without attribution. Collusion includes unauthorized collaboration 
with another person in preparing written work for fulfillment of any course requirement. 
Scholastic dishonesty is punishable by removal from the course and a grade of “F.” For more 
information go to Student Code of Conduct. 
 
Explanation of NB/I/W Grades: 
This course adheres to the UAF policies regarding the granting of NB Grades. The NB grade is for 
use only in situations in which the instructor has No Basis upon which to assign a grade. In general, 
the NB grade will not be granted. 
 
This course follows the University of Alaska Fairbanks Incomplete Grade Policy: 
“The letter “I” (Incomplete) is a temporary grade used to indicate that the student has 
satisfactorily completed (C or better) the majority of work in a course but for personal reasons 
beyond the student’s control, such as sickness, they has not been able to complete the course 
during the regular semester. Negligence or indifference are not acceptable reasons for an “I” 
grade.” 
 
Successful, timely completion of this course depends on committing yourself early and 
maintaining your effort. Failure to submit assignments in a timely manner may result in faculty-
initiated Withdrawal from the course, which can result in a W on your transcript.   
 
Extra Help: 
If you find at any time during the semester that you are having trouble understanding the concepts 
discussed in class, please see me before you fall behind.  I am happy to provide additional 
explanations and other help to any student who is interested.   
 
If you have a physical or learning disability, please advise me in writing of any special consideration 
necessary by the beginning of the second class. I will do everything possible to accommodate you 
in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Course Schedule  
Tuesday, January 14 – Course Introduction 

• Review of syllabus, course requirements and expectations 
• Explanation of how to diagram a case 
• Basic description of American Legal System 

o Common law v. statutory law 
o Federal courts v. state courts 
o Criminal cases v. civil cases 
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Thursday, February 20 – Questions About Distribution         pp. 17-26, 507-519 
• NIMBY, LULU 
• Environmental Justice: In the Matter of Louisiana Energy Services 

 
Tuesday, February 25 – In-Class Review for Midterm 
 
Thursday, February 27 – Midterm 
 
Tuesday, March 3 – Water Pollution           pp. 663-673, 696-697, 714-734, 739-745 

• Point Source Limitations: NRDC v. Costle, U.S. v. Plaza Health Laboratories 
• POTWs 

 
Thursday, March 5 – Water Pollution       pp. 746-785, 704-710 

• Review of CWA 
• Water Quality Based Controls: AR v. OK, PUD No.1 of Jefferson County v. WA. Dept. of 

Ecology, American Farm Bureau Federation v. EPA, South Florida Water Mgmt District v. 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 

 
Monday-Friday, March 9-13 – Spring Break 
 
Tuesday, March 17 – Wetlands       pp. 786-801, 673-704 

• Quick review of CWA 
• What is a wetland? US v. Riverside Bayview Homes, SWANCC v. ACE, Rapanos v. U.S. 
• Intro to §404 of CWA: Coeur Alaska Inc v. SE AK Conserv. Council 
• §404 Permits: National Mining Assc. v. ACE          

 
T
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Thursday, April 2 – NEPA         pp. 911-921, 943-971 
• Structure: Calvert Cliffs v. U.S. AEC & Stryker’s Bay Neighborhood Council v. Karlen 
• When must an EIS be prepared? Hanly v. Kleindienst, Dept. of Transportation v. Public 

Citizen, Center for Biological Diversity v. NHTSA 
 
T
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UAF Help Desk 
Go to http://www.alaska.edu/oit/ to see about current network outages and technology news. 
For technical questions, contact the Help Desk at: 

• e-mail at helpdesk@alaska.edu 
• phone: 450.8300 (in the Fairbanks area) or 1.800.478.8226 (outside of Fairbanks) 

 
Effective Communication 
Students who have difficulties with oral presentations and/or writing are strongly encouraged to 
get help from: 

• UAF Department of Communication’s Speaking Center (907.474.5470, speak@uaf.edu)


