FLPA 499: Acting Thesis Project Guidelines
Department of Theatre and Film



When discussing your thesis role, you should write in detail, including reflections
on at least some specific rehearsals and performances. Write about discoveries
you made during the production process, including major acting choices,
physical/vocal character choices, and process challenges. Include your
understanding of the director’s concept for the show and how that played into
your character development. You should conclude your critique section with
comments regarding what your future goals are and what you want to focus on in
your on-going development as an actor.

6. Research Materials: This section is a collection of research materials that you
gather during your work on the play including: historical research of the time
period in which the play takes place, reviews of past performances, interviews
with the playwright on this or others of his/her plays, articles written about the
playwright or play, interviews with actors or directors who have been involved in
past productions, academic analysis or commentary on the work, and any visual
research or media viewed you. Please provide a detailed bibliography of sources
used and collected using proper MLA formatting.

7. Script Breakdown: Submit a copy of the script broken down into units and beats.
Assign an active verb to each of your character’s lines and an objective for each
unit for each of your character’s scenes. Also clearly mark your blocking.

8. Rehearsal Notes: Submit a copy of all notes taken during the rehearsal process.
You can submit handwritten notes if legible. Please type up if illegible.

9. Documentation: Please include the following:
Copy of the rehearsal schedule.
List of personal props and costumes used.
Copy of publicity materials and posters.
Copy of all newspaper articles and reviews.
Copy of the program.
Print outs of photographs from show (may also include a CD or jump
drive for photos and/ or a DVD of the performance if available).
Copy of updated resume and headshot.
Note: please plan ahead to acquire the above materials. Do not expect faculty or
staff to be able to do a quick turnaround (i.e. — less than a week) to respond to
requests for photos or other items.

D. Thesis Defense
1. You will have a public thesis defense where you will give a presentation on your
work on the role and written project. There will also be an opportunity for the
audience to ask you questions publicly. It is your responsibility to work with your
advisor to ensure that this defense is scheduled.

2. You will have a private thesis defense (immediately following the public defense)
with the theatre faculty who will be able to ask you further specific questions about
your process, choices, and written project.



