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The purpose of the department and campus-wide curriculum committees is to scrutinize course change and new 
course applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as a result of the proposed 
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Syllabus FISH 194  

Skeleton Articulation as an 

Introduction to Marine Conservation Biology 

 

Course Credits: 2  Contact Hours: 1 h lecture/3 h lab 

Course Prerequisites: High School Juniors and Seniors with a GPA of 2.5 or better academic 

standing and 1 biology and math class completed. 

Recommended Courses:  Biology or AP Biology 
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2011 demonstrated that the days and times are likely to change. Each class will begin with a 1/2 

hour lecture followed by 1.5 hour lab. Students will be required to commit 4 hours a week.  Class 

discussions will be determined by the instructor based upon progress during the articulation 

process.  There is some flexibility “built in” in the course calendar.  The exact condition of the 

specimen to be articulated will be unknown until such time as it is needed for the class 

 

There is no required text for this course.  Upon signing up for this course, initial training in 

laboratory and equipment safety is conducted.  This has been coordinated with UAF’s 

Environmental Health and Safety Office and they receive all student quizzes to ensure 

compliance.  The students will receive a packet that includes this syllabus and several handouts 

detailing the preparation for and the process of skeletal articulation as well as chapters from 

textbooks that are pertinent to the lectures.  Articulation manuals, bone treatment manuals and 

medical texts will be available in the classroom. 

Date Description (Lecture/Lab) Reading Assignment 

23-Jan Complete Safety Training UAF EHSO Skillsoft 

Program and quizzes 

25-Jan 
Overall life history/flensing of front and rear 

limbs 
Chapter 1 Biology of 

Marine Mammals  
30-
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28-Mar 
Marine Mammal Research/Scapula, final 

positioning & permanent support structure 

design 

publication 

2-Apr No Class (testing week) 

9-Apr Conservation Management/Final positioning 

11-Apr Human Impact/Complete ribs and prep for 

extremities. Work on display Examples of Final 

Reports 
16-Apr Relation to Fisheries/Attach scapula and 

innominates 

18-Apr Cultural Significance/Attach skeleton to 

permanent support structure Chapter from "The Earth 

is Faster Now" 
23-Apr 

Guest lecture Native culture/Make display 

labels 

25-Apr Economics/Attach paws and flipper Guidance for report 

preparation 30-Apr Final student assessment/Attach skull 

2-May Last day of instruction - Student assessment   

 

ASSIGNMENTS 
Forms:



 5 

dishonesty. Violations of lab safety procedures will not be tolerated. Major violations or 

repeated minor violations will result in expulsion from the course. 

 
EVALUATION/ GRADING 

 

Pass/Fail Grading:.   For this course, attendance (25%), participation (25%) and teamwork 

(25%) are of primary importance and will account for 75% of the grade. The remaining 25% 

of the grade is based on the final report.  Students will receive a passing grade as measured 

by: attendance as recorded in the attendance log; teamwork as measured by the instructor’s 

observations in the class setting; completion of the project as measured by the instructor’s 

observation and according to the articulation manuals for the particular species of the 

articulation subject; and preparation of the final report.  Failure to turn in a final report will 

result in a failing grade. Absences for 3 or more classes per semester without an acceptable 

excuse constitute significant disruption of the class and will result in a failing grade. 

Acceptable excuses for lack of attendance include illnesses, family emergencies and absence 

due to school-sponsored programs. Those students with school-sponsored program 

commitments that will affect attendance are expected to plan in advance with both the class 

and the instructor for sessions missed. Because the course is based on the individual 

experience, a grading curve does not apply.   

 

Assignments:  A final report of the experience accounts for 25% of the evaluation, and is 

mandatory. No student can pass the class without submitting the final report.  The reports 

must demonstrate the following7fp144.26 419.35 Tg7f70.024 405.53 T1m
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January 13, 2012 

 

Dear Parents/Guardian: 

I am excited about your son/daughter’s desire to participate in the FISH 194 Skeleton 

Articulation as an Introduction to Marine Conservation Biology class at the Juneau Center of 

SFOS at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).  I will be serving as the primary instructor 

for UAF course and Ms. Topaz Shryock from Thunder Mountain High School for this course.  I 

take the responsibility of mentoring students seriously, and I want to provide you with 

information to assist you in determining if your son/daughter can participate in the class in a 

UAF lab.  As the direct supervisor of the students I, or my designee, will be in the presence of 

your son/daughter at all times while working in the lab. 

The class will be articulating marine mammal skeletons.  In reviewing the process and 

procedures with your son/daughter, we have identified the following potential risks: 

Working with biological tissues; working with laboratory chemicals; working with power hand 

tools; working with non-power, sharp hand tools (such as saws or chisels) and working in a 

laboratory setting. 

To reduce the risks I have developed a risk mitigation plan that includes: 

1. Safe laboratory practices, to include the requirement for your son/daughter to complete 

safety training which should reduce risks to a minimum.  This training is provided by 

UAF. 

2. Your son/daughter will be under direct supervision at all times while working in the lab, 

or outside the lab working with course-related materials. 

Required safety training: 

 Lab Safety – this must be accomplished prior to the start of work in a lab.  Your 

son/daughter can accomplish the training online at www.uaf.edu/safety under training. 

Fisheries Division 
 907-796-5441 

 907-796-5447 FAX 
 fisheries@uaf.edu 
 www.sfos.uaf.edu 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
Juneau Center, 17101 Point Lena Loop Road, Juneau, AK 99801 

http://www.uaf.edu/safety


mailto:Atkinson@sfos.uaf.edu
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                                             University of Alaska Fairbanks 

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
 

STUDENT EVALUATION FORM 

 
□   Mid-point                               □ Final 

Date:__________ 

 

Organization:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student:______________________________          Faculty:__________________________ 

 

Please circle rating in each category (1=poor; 3=satisfactory; 5 = excellent) 

 

Independent planning and organization skills 1 2 3 4 5 N/A




