
2017-18 GAAC Meeting Draft Minutes - March 30, 2018  
Runcorn Room 11:00-12:00 

https://hangouts.google.com/hangouts/_/alaska.edu/gaac  
 
Attended: Mike C., John E., Holly M., Janeen, Emily, Mike D., Asiqluq, Robin, Karen, Amanda, 
Cheryl, Shelly, Ghosh, Anne, Falk 
 

I. Adopted agenda 
II. Safety  

III. Adopted minutes from 3/2/18 
IV. For your information: 

A. Motion for Walk-through Policy 2018 Commencement was sent out to 
GAAC for an e-vote and passed. This was moved forward to AdCom and 
passed (3/26/18) as amended. 

V. Updates from the Graduate School. 
A. Graduate Annual Report forms are new as of March 2018. 
B. Assistant fellowships are dropping to 6 credits. 
C. Graduate School is looking into a course from Australia to apply for 

exchange students (e.g., writing requirements, etc.) 
D. The graduate student(s) selection for GAAC had been initiated. The 

current graduate students should be listed as “incumbe enls e   
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VII. The Registrar’s Office is requesting 

http://catalog.uaf.edu/graduate/


 

2. Received approval of a provisional thesis or project topic, if applicable. 

3. Received approval of the finalized Graduate Study Plan, including specific 

course work to be completed and any other requirements. 

● Doctoral Degree 

You may apply for advancement to candidacy for the Ph.D. degree if you are in good 

standing and you have: 

1. Completed the full time equivalent of two academic years of graduate study. 

2. Completed at least 9 UAF credits. 

3. Received approval of the Graduate Study Plan. 

4. Obtained approval of the advisory committee for the title and synopsis of the 

thesis. 

5. Passed a written comprehensive examination. 

 

Consensus on interpretation of Advancement to Candidacy wording in the UAF catalog 
 
Proposed: Use the Board of Regents’ (BOR) approved program but allow deviance on the 
advancement to candidacy which will formally establish the degree requirements 
 
Intent:  Adding courses beyond the BOR approved program has never been a problem but any 
deviation (e.g., course substitutions) from the BOR approve program required a graduate 
student petition. Allowing the student and the graduate committee to indicate that there is 
deviance on the Advancement to Candidacy will eliminate the need for the majority of the 
petitions that students have to submit. Graduate student petitions will still be required to change 
add or remove of courses (after), or other catalog exception. 
 
Current wording: 

Exceptions to Degree Requirements 

Deviations from academic requirements and regulations for graduate students must be 

approved by academic petition using the form available on the Graduate School website. 

Petitions must be approved by the student’s graduate advisory committee, the department 

chair of the student’s program, the dean of the school or college and the dean of the 

Graduate School. 

 

Suggested wording: 



 

 

Exceptions 

Program Requirements 

Course substitutions  

Degree Requirements 

Comps (oral/written) 

General University Requirements 

Catalog time limit 

 

 

Graduate Study Plan section from the 2017-2018 catalog for reference: 

GRADUATE STUDY PLAN 

Graduate students must file a Graduate Study Plan with the Graduate School before the end 

of their second semester in a UAF graduate degree program. The GSP outlines the curriculum 

of study and a timetable the student must follow in meeting graduate degree requirements. 

The GSP is prepared by the advisory committee in consultation with the student. It is an 
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http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty-senate/about/faculty-senate-constituti/


● Cross-listing reduces the potential for redundant course offerings in different 
departments and colleges. 

● Cross-listing reduces the administrative load for graduate advisory committees, 
department chairs, and Graduate School staff because it reduces the number of 
petitions required for changes to the Graduate Study Plan or Advancement to Candidacy 
forms. 

  
Proposed solution(s): 
Reduce institutional barriers to cross-listing, the greatest of mҏrri
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